AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior versions of the claims. 



1. (Currently Amended) A fuel injection valve comprising a valve 
assembly (44) having a valve portion (4§); a valve seat member (3) having provided 
therein a conical valve seat (8) and a valve seat hole (7), the valve seat (8) 
cooperating with the valve portion (44), and the valve seat hole (7) communicating 
with the a downstream end of the valve seat (8); an injector plate (44), the injector 
plate (44) being joined to the valve seat member (3); a radially extending and flat 
annular fuel diffusion chamber (43), the fuel diffusion chamber (43) being formed 
between the valve seat member (3) and the injector plate (40), and the a downstream 
end of the valve seat hole (7-) opening in a central part of the fuel diffusion chamber 
(43); and a plurality of fuel injection holes (44), the fuel injection holes (44) being 
bored in the injector plate (49) so as to be r adially outwardly separated from the valve 
seat hole and open m to an inside of the fuel diffusion chamber (43); 



seat member between the downstream end of the valve seat and an upstream end of 
the valve seat h ole so as t o provide a connection therebetween, a fuel collecting 
chamber is defined by the depression and a front end face of the valve portion of the 
valve assembly, an d the fuel c ollecting chamber has a base of conical shape, 

wherein the-44el-4njec440fi-4^les--(44) ar e arrang e d so as to b o ra dially 



ized i n that wherein an annular depression is formed in the valve 




the valve seat hole (7) is formed such that r-a-nd when the 
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height of the fuel diffusion chamber (43) is t1 and the length of the valve seat hole (7-) 
is t2, t2/t1 > 2, Lhereby straightening a flow o f fuel from the fuel collecting chamber, 

wherein an annular co mer is formed to connect between the base of the fuel 
collecting chamber and an inner peripher a l face of the valve seat hole, said annular 
corner having a tape red or arc-shaped chamfer, and 

further wherein the fu el diffusion chamber is defined by an annular depression 
form ed in a front end face of the valve seat member such thak the height of a section 
of the fuel diffusion chamber {-43} that the fuel injection holes (44) face is 20 to 110 
urn to make the fuel diffusion chamber fla t and thin relative to the length of the valve 
seat hole so that the fl ow of fuel spr eads radially at high speed in film form in the fuel 
diffusion chamber and is detache d from an inner peripheral wall of the fuel injection 
holes . 

2-7. (Cancelled) 

8. (New) The fuel injection valve according to Claim 1 , wherein a corner is 
formed to connect between a top face of the fuel diffusion chamber and the inner 
peripheral face of the valve seat hole, said corner being given a tapered or arc- 
shaped chamfer. 
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